Conserving Energy at the 

Hopkinton Town Library
We understand that there are some concerns in town about the energy efficiency of the Hopkinton Town Library.  Snow melt on our roof and our prodigious Dr. Zhivago-esque icicles are testament to the fact that the building is not as efficient as it might me.  

We are fully aware of the shortcomings of this building’s design.  That said, over the past several years, we have taken significant steps to increase the energy efficiency of this building, with very positive results.
· We have adjusted the set points on our thermostat to keep the library cooler in the winter and warmer in the summer.  Significant savings have been realized in fuel costs as shown on the chart below.
	
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010

	Gallons of Fuel Used
	7610


	7905
	4839
	5142


· Plastic vapor barrier has been installed in our attic space to prevent air leakage.

· Foam insulation pads have been installed in all outlets and switch plates, areas that were revealed as “cold spots” in the building.

· Thermal imaging and blower door tests have been conducted to provide baseline data about energy needs.

· Volunteers are tightening up insulation around leaky windows and doors.  

· An Energy Subcommittee has been established consisting of library staff and community members that meet regularly to review progress and discuss strategies.

· We have contracted with Clearview Contracting to do extensive work tightening faulty insulation in our attic space, an area that we know is our major source of heat loss.

If you would like to discuss this situation, please contact Donna Dunlop, Library Director (746-3663) or Barry Needleman, Board Chair.
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