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April 19, 2016 
 

Staff:  Reference staff have been taking webinars in a variety of areas for professional 
development, as well as attending workshops.  This includes genealogical research, using 
our new “Transparent Language” program and technology in libraries.  I will be attending 
a workshop on Patron Confidentiality and Privacy on April 20 with the executive director 
of the NH ACLU and a panel of librarians working in this area.  I have also joined a new 
statewide taskforce on services to seniors in libraries 
 
Programs:  The end of March and April have been very busy with programs.  The week of 
April 10th was National Library Week, with the theme “Libraries Transform” so we filled 
the library with butterflies.  Visitors received little butterflies and kids and adults colored 
butterfly drawings.  We had two Audubon speakers presenting on transformations in 
nature.  Though both were excellent, our attendance was poor due to a conflict with 
school district’s Celebration of the Arts.   

 

PROGRAM NAME DATE ATTENDEES 

Tom Andrew on Opiate/oid 
Addiction with School District 

Thursday March 31st 7pm 75 

The Right Size Flower 
Garden (with Garden Club) 

Wednesday April 6th 11am 35 

Hard Tacks Concert Sunday April 10th 4pm 40 
The Circle of Life Audubon 
Program for Kids (National 
Library Week) 

Thursday April 14th 3:30pm 9 

Dragons and Damsels of NH 
(National Library Week) 

Thursday April 14th 7:00pm 11 

 
Upcoming Programs include: 
 

 Friends of the Hopkinton Town Library Annual Meeting and Dinner.  (April 21st 6pm)  Dinner by 

Dimitri’s, a brief business meeting and music for Friends members. 
 Book Launch Party (April 22nd 5:30-7pm) to celebrate the publication of local author Deedy 

Jensen’s new historical novel for young people “A Buss from General Lafayette” 
 Book Discussion of Lansing’s “Endurance.”  (May 11th 1pm and 7pm)  In partnership with the 

Family Support Team, the discussion will be led by Harold Janeway.   
 “Endurance” Documentary Showing.  (May 24th 7pm)  Award winning documentary by George 

Butler.  (98 minutes.  Rated G) 

 
Building:  There have been no issues of note to report this month.  Jason LaCombe, with 
SMP Architects and I met on April 8th to review options for reworking the front of the 
library. (Handout at meeting.) The Friends of the Library are also taking bids from local 
landscapers to do the clean up, planting and maintenance for the gardens in front of the 
library. 
 
Strategic Plan:  We have new survey data (to be distributed at the meeting) and the 
Planning Committee is scheduled to meet early in the week of April 25th.  One of the 
issues that has come up through the surveys is that people would like a longer loan 
period.  This prompted me to write about our six week loan period (if no one else is 

waiting for the book), as well as our volitional fine policy, in the last issue of Library 



Ink.  Since then we have brought in fine income almost every day and amounts are 

increasing.  We’ll see if the trend continues!   
 
The next phase will be focus groups, especially targeting non users and high school 
students.  Susan Covert will be facilitating those sessions.   
 
Community Relations:  Several of the programs noted above are being held in 
partnership with other town entities, which is great because we are co-funding the events 
and we benefit from outreach to new town email lists.  We are the work site for an HHS 
senior who will work with us for ten Saturdays this Spring.  He has been very 
conscientious and has accomplished all tasks we have asked him to do.  He will also be 
providing technology assistance (drop in or by appointment) every Saturday.  It’s been 
positive all around.  I will oversee the internship, but Saturday staff will guide him when 
he is here.    A new round of READ posters is in the works thanks to Larry Bickford and his 
Digital Media students featuring Hopkinton Town Library patrons.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, Donna V. Dunlop 


