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Library Ink
Director’s Report: A Community Compact
by Donna V. Dunlop

The statement above reminds 
me of how an institution like a 
public library needs to work in 
its community. The balancing 
act described is part of what is 
being discussed by our planning 
committee, board and staff as we 
review and revise the library’s 
strategic plan.  How can we best 
serve our community in 2016 and 
beyond within the confines of our 
mission and budget?  Should our 
priorities change?   A committee 
of volunteers from town has been 
working with us on the planning 
effort.  (Thank you Neal Cass, Lish 
Cross, Susan Feltus, Chris Hamm, 
Amy O’Brien, Eric Schlepphorst, 
Nancy Skarmeas and Janet Ward!)   
Online and paper surveys have 
yielded good information; we will 
also be reaching out to the broader 
community through mini surveys 
and focus groups.  We  need your 
feedback!   Some key issues continue 
to arise for discussion:

Fines vs. no fines and the two-
week loan period:  Historically, 
the Hopkinton Town Library 
has had a policy that we do not 
require borrowers to pay fines for 
overdue books.  Instead, we have 
entered into a “compact” with 
the community.  Patrons can 
borrow an unlimited number of 
library items for up to six weeks.  

The loan period comes in two week 
increments; patrons can renew 
books online or through a simple 
phone call.  The only limitation 
is for items for which others are 
waiting, in which case there is a two 
week loan limitation.  We monitor 
the number of “reserves” put on 
an item and will as a rule purchase 
additional copies if an item has three 
or more holds on it.  

So where does the “compact” come 
in?  We simply ask borrowers to 
return items on time, or renew 
them if possible.  If items come in 
late, we happily encourage people 
to pay a volitional fine, however 
modest.   A loose guideline is 25 
cents per day.  The majority of our 
patrons do not pay for overdue 
items.  Keep in mind the fact that 
libraries that do charge fines use 
those resources to offset the costs of 
doing business, including electricity, 
fuel, maintenance fees etc., so we 
are being denied a source of income 
because of our commitment to our 
“community compact.”  

Changes in Library Services and 
your Library Card Number:  During 
the past decade, many changes have 
been made in the services libraries 
provide, e.g. more of our services are 
provided online through databases 
and ebooks, many of which are 
accessed with one’s library card 
number.  (NOTE:  Since 2015 new 
library cards have 14 digits as 
opposed to five or six.  If a patron 
wants to access services including 
Zinio (online magazines), eSequels 
(to identify books in series or “read 
alikes”) and World Book Online, 
you will need a new 14 digit card.  
Just come on in and we’ll be happy 
to give you a new card.  

Despite the burgeoning of use 
for online resources, we have a 
significant population devoted to 
traditional print sources.  Their 
needs must continue to be met 
as well.  We know that we are 
losing library customers to online 
booksellers because they don’t want 
to wait for favorite titles—should 
we be purchasing more copies of 
popular titles in electronic and print 
formats in order to keep library 
users at the expense of building a 
print collection that meets diverse 
needs and interests?  This is another 
balancing act that is being addressed 
in this period of planning.  These 
are challenging and dare I say fun, 
questions to ponder.  As ever, we 
like to hear what you think! 

(Edmund Burke, British Philosopher 
and Statesman..”  22 March 1775)

… every human benefit and 
enjoyment…is founded on 
compromise and barter.  We 
balance inconveniences; we give 
and take; we remit some rights 
that we may enjoy others...  
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From the Friends of 
the Hopkinton Town 
Library: 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS:
Friends of the Hopkinton Town 
Library Annual Meeting and Dinner.  
(April 21st 6pm)  Dinner by Dimitri’s, 
a brief business meeting and music for 
Friends members.  Join Today!!  

The annual Friends of the Hopkinton 
Town Library Annual Book Sale is on 
Saturday, June 25th! We will begin to 
take donations on June 1st through the 
22nd.  Please no textbooks, magazines, 
Reader’s Digest titles, mildewed books 
or ones in poor condition. 
Dates and times for the Book Sale:
Friends Members Only** Preview 
and Reception: Friday, June 24th 
6-7:30pm. 

Book Sale: Saturday, June 25th 9am-
3pm;

Bag Sale: Sunday, June 26th 1-3pm 

**How to become a Member:
The Friends of the Hopkinton Town 
Library is a nonprofit group that is 
dedicated to supporting and enriching 
the services and facilities of the 
Library. Membership fees are minimal 
and go directly to library programs 
and services. The group supports 
programming, buys supplies and 
museum passes, and more… we “fill 
in the gaps” to make the Hopkinton 
Town Library one of the best around!
Please consider becoming a member 
or renewing your membership with 
the Friends. These membership dues 
really add up to help us support 
programming and services for 
the enjoyment of the entire town 
population. The level at which you 
join or renew is up to you: $10, $20, 
$30, or other. Some people support 
the library by writing a check, others 
volunteer their time, and many do 
both! We appreciate any form of 
support you offer. Membership forms 
are available in the library entryway.

One of the most popular programs we 
support are museum passes available 
to all library card holders, including 
Boston Children’s Museum, Boston 
Museum of Science, Canterbury 

FROM THE CHILDREN’S CORNER
by Leigh Maynard

There’s so much to do 
in the Children’s Area! 
 
In addition to our weekly Story 
Times (Tuesdays at 1 PM and 
Wednesdays at 10:30 AM)  and  Baby 
Lap Time (Fridays at 10:30 AM), we 
have expanded activities for you to 
do with your child when you are 
here.  Come try the seasonal indoor 
scavenger hunts, read stories on the 
Story Walk® year round and make 
puzzles galore! 

This year our wonderful Friends 
of the Library group generously 
contributed funds for the purchase 
of toys for the children’s area. Stop in 
and play with our wooden “connect 
and build” roadway, giant cardboard 
bricks, grocery store, construction 
outfit and tools, and soon, a newly 
refurbished train table. Looking for 
books and playing with toys is a fun 
way to spend an hour or two! Come 
see us!  We are also loaning board 
games out for the first time! 

NEW PROGRAMS
 1000 Books Before 

Kindergarten
 Early childhood experts have 
confirmed that the more you read 
to children, the more prepared and 
eager they will be when it comes 
time for them to learn to read 
independently. To encourage family 
reading, we are offering the 1000 
Books Before Kindergarten program. 
We began this initiative in September 
and have had more than ninety 
children sign up for the program 
so far. At this writing, thirty-five 
children have already read/listened 

to at least 
100 books! If 
you’d like to 
sign up for 
this program, 
come to the 
library to register. After listening to 
100 books, your child will receive 
a tote bag for books with the 1000 
Books logo.
 
We invite you to submit a name 
for the 1000 Books mascot! It’s 
an adorable little fawn, chosen 
because the white tail deer is New 
Hampshire’s state animal.  Let us 
know your name suggestion by 
dropping it off at the library, in the 
container on my desk. A panel of 
judges will make the final selection.  
Thank you for helping us name our 
new friend!
 
Great Stone Face Challenge

Great Stone Face books are chapter 
books for 4th-6th graders, chosen 
each year by a group of NH 
librarians, with one winner voted for 
by students. The Great Stone Face 
winner is announced every May, at 
which time a new list of books is also 
announced. We’d like you to have 
an opportunity to predict the books 
you think will be on that list. (There 
are always 20.) Fill out the form with 
your predictions and drop it off at 
the library by May 1st. Contributors 
will be invited to celebrate at a Great 
Stone Face pizza party on Friday, 
May 13th. You will receive a raffle 
ticket for every correct prediction. 
One ticket will be drawn for a prize!

Read A Classic
We have a new display of children’s 
classic books ranging from “Tom 
Sawyer” to “Robin Hood”, “Twenty 
Thousand Leagues Under the Sea” 
to “Heidi”.  We have many versions 
of these titles from unabridged to 
audiobooks, graphic novels and 
shortened editions.  Explore them all 
and find new worlds to make your 
own! 

Shaker Village, Christa McAuliffe 
Planetarium, Currier Museum, The 
Fells, Kearsarge Indian Museum, 
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, 
Museum of NH History, NH 
Telephone Museum, Peabody Essex 
Museum, Squam Lakes Science 
Center, and Strawbery Banke. 
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Library Who’s Who
Donna V. Dunlop, Library Director

Board of Trustees
Elaine Loft, Chair
John Greabe, Treasurer
Peter Gagnon, Foundation Liaison
Emilie Burack, Corresponding 
Secretary
Nancy Skarmeas, Secretary 

Friends of the Library
Charlene Betz, President

Hopkinton Public Library
Foundation Board of Directors
James Newsom, President

continued on page 4

HTL Quick Notes
Entrance way.  You may have 
noticed that the steps in front of 
the library entrance way have 
been blocked off for the past two 
winters.  The steps and abutting 
walls have deteriorated and are 
difficult to maintain in a way that 
will ensure safety.  We are in the 
process of seeking information on 
how to reconfigure the front of the 
library for safety and to improve 
accessibility.  If you are interested 
in participating in a community 
conversation on this subject, please 
contact Donna Dunlop.

Quiet space.  Sometimes the 
Hopkinton Town Library can be 
a noisy place, whether during 
story time or when tutors are here 
working with students.  If you are 
looking for quiet space, our Local 
History Room, Community Room 
or Craft Room may be available.  
Please ask us.  

NEC Library.  Did you know that 
residents of Hopkinton are entitled 
to free library cards with borrowing 
privileges at the library at New 
England College in Henniker?  The 
NEC Library also has extensive 

research databases including JSTOR 
(a digital library of academic articles 
and books) that non-resident 
cardholders can use onsite.

Library Weathervane.  Have you 
ever noticed the lovely open book 
weathervane that sits atop the 
Hopkinton Town Library cupola?  
What’s your guess?  Is there 
anything written on the book and if 
so, what?  Or is it blank?  Bring in 
your guess and correct answers will 
be entered into a drawing for a gift 
certificate to a local business!!  

Photographs Celebrating 
Hopkinton.  Bob LaPree’s 
wonderful photos of Hopkinton 
residents in celebration of the 250th 
anniversary of our town will be on 
display in the library’s Community 
Room all year.

Learn a Foreign Language.  Thanks 
to the Library’s Foundation, we 
have added the “Transparent 
Language” online learning program 
to our resources.  Users, from 
beginner to expert, will have access 
to listening, speaking, reading 
and writing lessons on over 
100 languages from their home 
computers or tablets.  

In 2015, John 
Greabe joined 
the Board of 
Trustees of the 
Hopkinton 
Town Library.  
John is a 
longtime 
resident of 
Hopkinton, 

married to Martha Madsen.  
They have three children.  He 
is a graduate of Dartmouth and 
Harvard Law School and teaches 
constitutional law at the UNH 
School of Law.  He has presented 
three excellent programs at the 
Library reviewing significant 
cases being brought before the 
Supreme Court of the US.  We asked 
him some questions by way of 
introduction.

What is John reading?
I tend to binge read particular 
authors and am currently plowing 
through my fourth straight Graham 
Greene novel, “The Heart of the 
Matter.” Prior to my GG binge, I 
read the “David Foster Wallace 
Reader” and “Cat’s Cradle” and 
“Little Dorritt.”

What is John listening to?
I just saw Springsteen again (for the 
umpteenth time) and am a big fan 
of satellite radio--in particular, Little 
Steven’s Underground Garage. 

What is John watching?  
Podcast-wise, I loved the first season 
of “Serial.” 

What is John monitoring? 
The contentious debate about the 
replacement for Supreme Court 
Justice Antonin Scalia. 

by Karen Dixon, Reference Librarian

Health Happens 
in Libraries!

What is health literacy?  The 
CDC defines it as “…the degree 
to which individuals have the 
capacity to obtain, process, and 
understand basic health information 
and services needed to make 
appropriate health decisions.”   
The library wants to support a 
healthy community and make 
sure that everyone has access to 
information about healthy living 
and resources to address healthcare 
concerns. We want you to be an 
informed consumer, with access 
to unbiased and reliable print and 
online tools.  To help reach this 
goal, we have recently added the 
Gale Encyclopedia of Medicine (9 
volumes) and the Gale Encyclopedia 
of Alternative Medicine (4 volumes). 
These medical guides offer 
authoritative and comprehensive 
features in language accessible 
to adult laypersons. You can find 
these in the Reference area at the 
library.  From our Online Resources 
page on our website you can access 
Consumer Health Complete, where 
you can search and browse medical 
encyclopedias, popular reference 
books and magazine and journal 
articles, all from the comfort of 
your home!  Access this resource 
using the user ID ‘hopkinton’ and 

Welcome John Greabe



Local
Postal Customer

Hopkinton Town Library
PO Box 217
61 Houston Drive
Contoocook, NH 03229

LIBRARY  LINKS
Closed Monday
Tuesday/Wednesday 10am-8pm
Thursday 10am-6pm
Friday 10am-5pm
Saturday 10am-3pm 
Sunday 1pm-5pm (September through 
May)

603-746-3663 (phone)
603-746-6709 (fax)
www.hopkintontownlibrary.org

www.hopkintontownlibrary.org

UPCOMING PROGRAMS AND EVENTS
continued from page 3

American Red Cross 
Blood Drive (Monday 
March 28th 10-3) In the 
Library Community 
Room.  Call 
1-800-REDCROSS to 
make an appointment.  

Opioid and Opiate 
Addiction with 
Dr. Tom Andrew.  
(Thursday March 31st 
7pm)  In collaboration 
with the school district’s 
Family Support Team, 
NH Chief Medical 
Examiner Tom Andrew 
will speak about the 
growing challenge of 
drug addiction in NH.  
Epidemiological data 
from NH and elsewhere 
will be presented as 
well as a discussion of 
the rise of fentanyl in 
drug-related fatalities in 
New Hampshire.

The Right Size 
Flower Garden 
(Wednesday April 
6th 11am) with award 
winning author and 
speaker Kerry Ann 
Mendez, in partnership 
with the Hopkinton 
Garden Club.  

Hard Tacks Concert.  
(Sunday April 10th 
4pm) Civil War music 
and commentary with 
Marek Bennett and 
Woody Pringle.  Fiddle, 
banjo and more!

The Circle of Life 
Audubon Program 
for Kids (Thursday 
April 14th 3:30pm) 
To celebrate National 
Library Week with 
the theme “Libraries 
Transform”, we will 
be learning about 
transformations 
in nature with 
environmental educator 
Ruth Smith. 

Dragons and 
Damsels of NH 
(Thursday April 14th 
7:00pm) Dr. Pamela 
Hunt from Audubon 
will present an 
illustrated discussion 
of the transformation 
of dragonflies and 
damselflies also in 
celebration of National 
Library Week.

Friends of the 
Hopkinton Town 
Library Annual 
Meeting and Dinner. 
(April 21st 6pm) Dinner 
by Dimitri’s, a brief 
business meeting and 
music for Friends 
members. Join Today!!

Local Author Book 
Launch. “A Buss from 
Lafayette” the new 
historical fiction book 
for young readers by 
local author Deedy 
Jensen will be launched 
at a special event on 
Friday April 22nd at the 
library. Refreshments, 
music and books for 
sale and signing.

Photo Credit: Bob LaPree

password ‘03229’.  Freely available 
online health tools include 
MedlinePlus and Healthfinder.gov.  
On our New Book Shelf you will 
find these titles that you can check 
out: Always Hungry? by David 
Ludwig, The Ultimate Volumetrics 
Diet by Barbara Rolls, Thinner in 
30 by Jenna Wolfe, Nancy Clark’s 
Sports Nutrition Guidebook, 
The Younger Next Year Exercise 
Program by Chris Crowley, 2 
Weeks to a Younger Brain by Gary 
Small, The New Generation Breast 
Cancer Book by Elisa Port, The 
Brain's Way of Healing by Norman 
Doidge, The Teenage Brain by 
Frances Jensen, Bottled: A Mom's 
Guide to Early Recovery by Dana 
Bowman, Loving Our Addicted 
Daughter Back to Life  by Linda 
Dahl, The ADHD Advantage by 
Dale Archer, The Soup Cleanse 
by Angela Blatteis, Mayo Clinic 
A-Z Health Guide, plus books on 
memory loss and caring for those 
with memory loss, parenting, 
winter fitness, and yoga and 
exercise dvds.  Watch for health 
related library programming and 
periodic American Red Cross 
blood drives. 


