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Library Ink
This issue of Library Ink is dedicated 

to Christine Hamm who served 
as a member of the Hopkinton 

Town Library Board of Trustees for more 
than twenty years.  When 
Chris informed the Board 
of her intention not to run 
for a new term as trustee, 
it seemed as if the walls of 
the library might collapse.  
How could the library 
survive without the wise 
counsel, community and 
statewide connections and 
wealth of historical perspec-
tive on everything related 
to the library?  But Chris 
insisted that it was time 
for her to concentrate on 
other projects, not to mention children and 
grandchildren.  That said, we will continue 
to seek Chris’ assistance and input in a 
variety of ways.  She will continue to serve 
on our Gallery Committee, helping to plan 
and install exhibits in our community gal-
lery, as well as on our long range planning 
committee.   We are not going to let her go 
that easily.

We have gathered testimonials from a 
variety of individuals who served with 
Chris in the 1990s when the current library 
was being planned, financed and built.  

• While serving as Library Trustee 
with Christine, one particular event 
stands out as illustrative of many of 
the qualities I admire in her. Library 
construction was nearly complete, 
although there were items left on our 
punch list, the end was in sight. As 
the trustees sat around the confer-
ence table in the  Local History Room 
in our new Town Library, Christine 
announced she had an idea. She was 
inspired by a visit to an historic inn 
and revealed a postcard of a dining 
room with outdoor scenes painted 

on the walls. A bit concerned she was 
suggesting we open a B&B in the Li-
brary, we were delighted to hear her 
propose we invite local artists to paint 

scenes of Hopkinton to fill 
the walls of the room. Chris-
tine proceeded with the 
project: contacting artists, 
getting recommendations 
for installation and involv-
ing others so it was a com-
munity effort. The result is 
truly a beautiful, and now 
historic, asset to the Town 
and serves as artistic docu-
mentation of many of our 
people and places.  Chris-
tine’s creative spirit, energy 
and drive made it happen. 

For this and much more, I thank you 
Christine!  Elissa Barr (Hopkinton Town 
Library Trustee 1998)

• Chris was my “team captain” as the 
campaign for the Library got under-
way. No one could turn her down 
least of all me. Of course one thing led 
to another and I soon found myself 
stationed under the attic window of 
her West Hopkinton house catch-
ing cartons she was throwing out 
for some future project of unknown 
nature. Everything got done and (as 
usual) laughter made light work of 
anything we did together. Thanks, 
Chris!! George Chase (Hopkinton Town 
Library Trustee 1998)

• Chris was instrumental in raising the 
money that made the library pos-
sible, and there are many plaques 
around the library honoring those 
who donated its special features, such 
as the screened porches, the local 
history room, and the comfortable 
reading area. But with each plaque 
there should also be a sign that says, 
“A vision of Christine Hamm,” be-

cause every detail in our library was 
designed according to her vision and 
her dream.  Celeste Hemingson (Mem-
ber Board of Selectmen 1998)

• I served as a Selectman when the new 
library was under consideration, then 
approved at the Hopkinton Town 
Meeting and ultimately built over the 
course of the following year. I can say 
with certainty that none of it would 
have happened without the vision, 
drive, constancy, and steady hand of 
Chris Hamm. I really believe that the 
new library stands as a monument to 
Chris’s leadership. Thank you, Chris.  
David Jensen (Member Board of Select-
men 1998)

• The years have passed quickly since 
I first met Chris. She was to be the 
chair of the Trustees and I was a 
newly elected rookie. The Board had 
a vision for a new library and had 
visited others throughout the state, 
reviewed plans, spoke to architects, 
etc. Not a surprise, how to raise the 
money was high on our list of needs!  
Chris enthusiastically spearheaded 
that effort—which seemed to involve 
everyone Chris knew, which seemed 
to be everyone in town! The plan was 
so New England and simple-raise 
over half the money through private 
fundraising and the rest through a 
bond approved by our taxpayers. 
What a success!  Thank you Chris and 
everyone who helped.  Peter Mosseau 
(Hopkinton Town Library Trustee 1998)

• Christine Hamm has been such an 
asset to the town of Hopkinton. 
“Our Town” has been her town and 
she has given her time and talents 
through many different areas. She 
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Report from the Director
Thank you Chris Hamm
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From the Children’s CornerFrom the Friends 
of the Hopkinton 
Town Library: 

Upcoming Programs MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Come on in to sing, listen to stories and have fun at our Storytime and 
Laptime Programs!  No registration required.  Call ahead during vacation 
weeks, since programming is sometimes different at those times.

• Tuesdays at 1:00pm (ages 3-5) 
• Wednesdays at 10:30am (ages 3-5) 
• Fridays at 10:30am (baby lap time for children 2 and under) 

Zap! Boom! Books!
Electrify your mind at the library this Summer!

Have a blast at the library this summer as we explore all things scientific.  At the  
Summer Reading Program we will read, experiment, explore, and create. Topics 
include robots, nature, the five senses, and more! The program is open to library 
card holders and residents of Hopkinton ages 18 and under. 

Children entering Kindergarten and under are invited on four consecutive Fridays 
at 10 AM beginning July 11 (with a caregiver) This program begins with songs and 
a story, then participants will be free to explore a variety of theme related stations 
with assistance from our teen helpers.
 
For children entering grades 1 and 2, programs will be held on Tuesdays from 
10-11:30 AM. The 3rd grade and up program is on Thursdays from 10-11:30 AM. 
These programs begin the week of July 1.

Whether you are able to attend summer programs or not, a fun component is 
keeping a reading log. By telling us about books you’ve read over the summer, 
your name will be entered into a weekly raffle for prizes!

Special Programs will be held on Wednesdays. 

Registration for the SRP begins on June 
3 and is done online, either from home 
or using a library computer. 

We are in the process of assembling 
Nature Backpacks, to be filled with 
nature guides, binoculars, and area 
maps. These will be available for check 
out as soon as they are ready.

Our 6th Annual Quest will begin June 
3. This year, your challenge is in the 
form of a Bingo card, with a variety of 
activities to complete and places to visit.

By popular demand, our annual Balloon Glow has been moved to September. Join 
the fun on Friday September 5th at 5:30pm. Live music will entertain the whole 
family. Your children will be talking about this memorable event for years!

It’s Spring!  So it must be time to start 
gearing up for the annual Friends 
of the Hopkinton Town Library 

Annual Book Sale.  We will begin 
accepting donations on June 1st (this is 
because we simply don’t have the space 
to start earlier).  Please no textbooks, 
Reader’s Digest titles, mildewed books 
or ones in poor condition. 

Hold the Dates!
Friends Members Only Preview and 
Reception: Friday June 27th 6-7:30pm 
Book Sale:  Saturday June 28th 
9am-4pm
Bag Sale:  Sunday June 29th 1-3pm   

Please consider renewing your 
membership with the Friends (for those 
who are already members) or becoming 
a member.  The level at which you 
join or renew is up to you:  $10, $20, 
$30, or other.  Membership forms are 
available at the library or you will get 
one in the mail in the Fall if you are 
on our mailing list.  Please realize that 
these membership dues really add 
up to help us support programming 
and services for the enjoyment of the 
entire town population.  One of the 
most popular programs we support 
are museum passes available to all 
library card holders, including Boston 
Children’s Museum, Boston Museum 
of Science, Canterbury Shaker Village, 
Christa McAuliffe Planetarium, Currier 
Museum, The Fells, Kearsarge Indian 
Museum, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, 
Museum of NH History, NH Telephone 
Museum, Peabody Essex Museum, 
Squam Lakes Science Center, and 
Strawbery Banke.  Some people prefer to 
just write a check, others volunteer their 
time, and many do both!  We appreciate 
any form of support you offer.  

by Leigh Maynard (NH Children’s Librarian of the Year!)

Leigh Maynard (at storytime with various 
children) Photo credit: Bob LaPree

• “Family Stories:  How and why to remember and tell them” a NH Humani-
ties Council Program with Oral Historian Jo Radner.  ( Wednesday April 30th 
7pm)  Made possible with a grant from NHHC and the HPL Foundation.

Programs, continued on page 4Photo credit: Bob LaPree
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Your Digital Library

Upcoming Programs MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Welcome Emilie Burack!

Library Who’s Who

It’s a good time of year to review 
some of the library’s digital 
resources.  Some are new and some 

have been around for awhile but may 
deserve a second look as changes 
and updates make for easier access 
and greater variety of content. We are 
committed to increasing the number 
of resources that are available to you 
online through our website both in the 
library and remotely.  Go to our website 
www.hopkintontownlibrary.org and 
click on the “online resources” tab for 
a full listing of services.  Passwords or 
your library card number are required 
in some cases.  A sampling of what is 
available:

Consumer Reports Online:  The most 
up to date information about tested 
products and services.

Cypress Resume:  Resumes made easy!

E-sequels:  for information on the next 
book in your favorite series.

Genealogical Resources:  Ancestry 
Online (in library use only) and 
HeritageQuest (remote access also).  

Morningstar Reports offers reliable 
data and analysis on over 41,000 
investments.  Available online both at 
the library as well as remotely, we are 
offering access to the most up to date 
investment analysis, screening tools for 
stocks, and mutual funds and articles 
and videos on investing and personal 
finance.  

Novelist:  Reading recommendations 
for fiction and non-fiction, series 
information, book discussion guides, 
reading lists and more!

Zinio (NEW!) is an “online newsstand” 
providing unlimited simultaneous 
access to complete digital magazines.  
We are piloting this resource this year 
with the support of our Foundation 
and have selected eight varied titles for 
your reading pleasure.  These include 
Business Week, Eating Well, National 
Geographic, MacWorld, Newsweek, 
Organic Gardening, Prevention, and Us 
Magazine.

Downloadable Books and Audiobooks  
As a patron of the Hopkinton Town 

by Karen Dixon

Library, you have access to two different 
sources for eBooks and eAudiobooks.  
Although it has a daunting name, the 
New Hampshire Downloadable Books 
Consortium (also known as “NHDB” 
or “OverDrive”) is one of our most 
popular services.  It was established to 
help New Hampshire public libraries 
provide digital materials to their 
patrons. Kindle and MP3 formats are 
the most popular, but there are several 
other options, including the OverDrive 
“READ” format that allows you to 
easily read an eBook on your computer 
or mobile web browser. OverDrive and 
Kindle apps are available and make 
using your mobile device with this 
service easier than ever. You can check 
out 3 books at time for 7 or 14 days 
(you can choose the length of the loan 
period), reserve items that are checked 
out, and receive email notification when 
your book is ready for you. There is also 
a very helpful blog that will walk you 
through the process of downloading 
your books.  It includes such topics 
as “Getting Started with eBooks”, 
“Getting Started with Audiobooks”, 
“Understanding Formats and Devices” 
and a whole lot more.  And don’t forget 
that the library staff can help you if you 
need a hand - by phone, email or in 
person.  Links to the NHDB site and the 
help blog are on the library’s website.  
All you need is your library card 
number to check out your book!  

Your second option for eAudiobooks 
and eBooks is OneClickDigital. The 
books in this collection are always 
available – that means they won’t 
be “checked out” to someone else.  
The eAudiobook collection has a 
good selection of children’s and teen 
books too.  For eAudiobooks, the 
OneClickdigital eAudio app is available 
for Android, Kindle Fire, Nook, iPhone, 
iTouch and iPad users. The apps can be 
found on the OneClickDigital website. 
Create an account at the OneClickdigital 
website, then use your app to browse, 
checkout, and download titles directly 
to your device.  You can check out 
up to 10 titles at a time and set your 
loan period from 1 to 10 days.   There 
are also a limited number of classic 
eBooks available that you can read with 
Adobe Digital Editions.  The first time 
you access the OneClickDigital site, 
you’ll need an access code to create 

your account.  Contact the library for 
more information about creating your 
OneClickDigital account.

Get Connected at the Library!  Don’t 
forget the library has a Facebook page 
(like us!), a Twitter account and three 
blogs - one for library news, one for 
the library book discussion group and 
a teen blogspot for book reviews and 
recommendations.  So many ways to 
connect to the library!

In March 2014, 
Emilie Burack 
was elected 

to her first three 
year term as a 
trustee of the 
Hopkinton Town 
Library, replacing 
veteran trustee 
Chris Hamm.  Fellow trustees 
look forward to being able to draw 
upon her experience as a parent in 
the local schools and as an active 
community member.  A native of 
northern NH, Emilie graduated 
from Mount Holyoke College and 
went on to work in various parts of 
the country for Chubb and the US 
Tennis Association.  Now turning 
attention to her emerging writing 
career, Emilie is due to have a novel 
targeted for young adults come out 
in spring 2015, published by Abrams/
Amulet.  She is a wonderful addition 
to our mix of trustees, including 
Barry Needleman, Chair, Elaine Loft, 
Nancy Skarmeas, and Peter Gagnon.  

Donna V. Dunlop, Library Director

Board of Trustees
Barry Needleman, Chair
Elaine Loft, Treasurer
Peter Gagnon, Foundation Liaison
Emilie Burack, Corresponding Secretary
Nancy Skarmeas, Secretary 

Friends of the Library
Charlene Betz, President

Hopkinton Public Library
Foundation Board of Directors
James Newsom, President
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joined the Library Board of Trustees just as the move to create a new library got un-
derway. She organized a highly successful fund raiser which yielded enough capital 
to significantly reduce the bond and embellish the Foundation in just six weeks. 
All aspects of the building project she embraced with 100% enthusiasm and she 
continued to serve as trustee with the running of the library. As Representative to 
the NH Legislature she was very actively involved for several terms. Her dramatic 
productions on the stage and in the cemetery received rave reviews and demands 
for encores always followed. No task too small or too large was ever turned down 
by Chris but always embraced as an opportunity to enhance this community. Well 
done and thank you, Chris!  Katrina Richardson (Hopkinton Town Library Trustee 1998)

“…if you hold your breath you can hear the train all the way to Contoocook.”

• Even today, many years later, when I hear that line from “Our Town,” I think of 
Chris Hamm and smile--- I think of Chris as an engineer of that train. Whether she 
was the director of an  ”Our Town” production in Hopkinton Center or a Library 
Trustee focused on building a special new library in Contoocook, Chris was a lead-
er. In the few years we lived in Hopkinton it was a joy to work with Chris and the 
other Library Trustees, and the many others who helped build the new Hopkinton 
Town Library..  Building the Hopkinton Town Library required great commitment 
from Chris and many talented, dedicated people. Convincing the town that a new 
library would be a great benefit, acquiring the property, selecting an architect, and 
raising the thousands of dollars required by the Selectmen took several years of 
hard work. We formed committees, we focused, we laughed, we listened to naysay-
ers, we felt disappointment, and were exhilarated when the town voted “YES” at 
the 1997 Town meeting.  This year, after seventeen more years of dedication to the 
library, Chris is stepping down from her longtime role as a Trustee. I know she will 
be missed; I also know you will see her in the library enjoying all the benefits that 
she helped to build and maintain. Jane Swett  (Hopkinton Town Library Trustee 1998) 
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• Lynn Lyons, Author of “Anxious 
Kids, Anxious Parents.” (Thursday 
May 1st 6:30 pm) NOTE venue:  
Hopkinton High School Auditori-
um.  This program is a partnership 
between the Hopkinton Family 
Support Council, Hopkinton Town 
Library and the PTA.  

• Harp Concert with Piper Runnion 
Bareford and her students.  (Sun-
day May 4th 4pm) Family Friendly 
Concert.

• Children’s Book Week.  (May 
12th-18th)  Celebrate Flat Stanley’s 
50th anniversary with a drop-in 
craft to decorate your own Flat 
Stanley.  If you take a picture of 
him having an adventure and 
email it to us, we’ll post it on our 
Facebook page.

• Dick Hesse as John Winant.  
(Wednesday May 21st 7pm)  NH 
Humanities program presents local 
historian Hesse in a historical reen-
actment of Winant, former Gover-
nor of NH and US Ambassador to 
Great Britain during World War II.  

• Hot Air Balloon Glow (Friday 
September 3rd 5:30pm)  Back by 
popular demand.  Thank you Ben 
Cochran and his crew!

• Edible Book Fair (Sunday March 
29th  3pm 2015)  Start planning 
now!!


